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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MARR, MOPS, PBOR, UNSC, IS, LE, XF 

SUB J : UNIFIL TROOPS -PRESENT AND PROSPECTIVE 

1 . WITH THE ARRIVAL OF FIRST CONTINGENT OF OVER 200 NEPALESE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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TROOPS IN PAST TWO DAYS, UNIFIL HAS NOW GONE OVER THE 2,000 
MARK (ABOUT 2,150). LOOKING AHEAD TO THE NEXT ARRIVALS, UN 
SOURCE HAS TOLD US THAT BY APRIL 16 THE REMAINING 450 
NEPALESE WILL BE IN THE MISSION AREA. BY APRIL 23, SENEGALESE 
BATTALION (600 TROOPS) IS EXPECTED TO START ARRIVING ALTHOUGH 
SOURCE HAS NO INFORMATION ON AIRLIFT FOR THESE FORCES. 

(UNNY HAD PREVIOUSLY ASKED UNIFIL TO PREPARE PLANS FOR BRINGING 
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SENEGALESE IN VIA RAYAK. THIS MAY BE OVERTAKEN BY RECENT 
HOSTILITIES IN BEIRUT WHICH COULD KEEP LAF FROM MOVING TO RAYAK.) 

2. OUR SOURCE SAYS THAT UNIFIL IS EXPECTING ABOUT 500 MORE 
FRENCH SUPPORT TROOPS (CURRENT FRENCH FORCE IS 729) AND 

200 MORE NORWEGIAN SUPPORT TROOPS (CURRENT NORWEGIAN FORCE IS 
694) OVER NEXT WEEK OR SO. CANADIANS HAVE AGREED TO KEEP 
THEIR COMMUNICATORS WITH UNIFIL (19). UNIFIL HAS NO INFORMATION 
ON POSSIBLE NIGERIAN FORCES OR MAY OTHER ADDITIONAL CONTINGENTS. 
SWEDES (227) AND IRANIANS (197) ROUND OUT REST OF CURRENT UNIFIL 
FORCE. 

3. COMMENT: ADDING UP PRESENT FORCES AND ALL THOSE EXPECTED, 
UNIFIL NOW FORESEES HAVING TOTAL OF 3,000 COMBAT TROOPS BY 
END OF MONTH. SIILASVUO DOES NOT COUNT SUPPORT TROOPS WITHIN 
THE ORIGINAL 4,000 MAN REQUIREMENT. ADDITIONAL MEN NEEDED TO 
BRING FORCE UP TO 6,000 ARE NOWHERE ON THE HORIZON YET AS FAR 
AS UNIFIL CAN SEE. 

4. NEWS OF 1,000-MAN NIGERIAN CONTINGENT CONTAINED IN LAGOS 
4642 JUST RECEIVED WILL COME AS IMPORTANT BOOST TO UNIFIL. 

NEWLIN 
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NNN 
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